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Women dodge cervical cancer treatment

BY EMMANUEL AINEBYOONA
eainebyoona@ug.nationmedia.com

KAMPALA. Women and girls in
Uganda have continued to shun the
Human Papilloma Vaccine (HPV)
meant to protect them against cervi-
cal cancer, a new study has shown.

The study conducted between Jan-
uary and February 2018 by a consor-
tium of Uganda cancer organisations
led by the Uganda Women’s Cancer
Support Organisation (UWOCASO),
shows that only 41 per cents of the
girls aged 10 years had received the
second dose of the vaccine compared
to 88 per cent who received the first
dose.

Ever since the launch of the HPV

vaccination campaign by government

in 2015, the study further indicates a
drop-out rate of 42 per cent in terms
of the girls who completed thelr im-
munisation dose.

Poor planning and coordination

The study attributes the low uptake
of the vaccination to poor planning
and coordination among different
stakeholders, poor social mobilisation
and insufficient communication.

“By end of 2017, the HPV 1 coverage
was 88 per cent and HPV 2 was at 41
per cent resulting in a drop-out rate,
according to clinical records from gov-
ernment facilities,” the study adds.

Some of the respondents said they
were afraid that the vaccine was be-
ing used as a contraceptive and others
thought it would lead to infertility.
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‘ The nationwide rollout
j of HPV vaccination
was met with several challenges,
consequently resulting in poor

uptake and low HPV vaccination

coverage in Uganda,” THE REPORT
READS IN PART.

UWOCASO chairperson, MsRebecca
K. Mayengo, said there is a‘need for
more parent involvement to increase
uptake of HPV vaccination for girls.

“We also need to analyse whether
the women are understanding the
information on cervical cancer if we
were to increase uptake of screening
and vaccination,” Ms Mayengo said,
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adding that a campaign dubbed as “All
of me. HPV cancer Free Initiative” has
been launched to increase uptake.

The study titled: “Literature Review
on Knowledge attitude and practices
concerning cervical cancer and hu-
man papillomavirus vaccination in
Uganda, indicates that HPV remains
the number one cause of cervical can-
cer and is the commonest sexually
transmitted infection.

It also indicates that Uganda has
the highest HPV prevalence at 33.6
per cent and estimated cervical can-
cerincidence of 47.5 cases per 100,000
women. An estimated 3,900 women
are diagnosed with cervical cancer in

Uganda every year.

According to Dr Immaculate Am-
peire of the Uganda National Ex-
panded Programme on Immunisation,
failure by the girls to take two doses of
the vaccine exposes them to develop
cervical cancer in future.

She said the immunisation jabs
should be between six months apart
but there is always a window of 12
months if you miss taking the vaccine
at six months.

Embracing the campaign

Dr Gerald Mutungi, the programme
manager for non-communicable dis-
eases at the Health ministry asked
parents and their daughters to em-
brace the vaccination campaign to
avert having cervical cancer in the
future.

As a way of increasing uptake of
screening services, Dr Noleb Mugisha
of the Uganda Cancer Institute said
there is a plan to have a reference
physician for cancer at every regional
referral hospital to ensure early diag-
nosis.

Currently, more than 80 per cent of
women diagnosed with cervical can-
cerin Uganda present at the health fa-
cility with the cancer in its advanced
stages.

The study attributes low cervical
cancer screening to limited knowl-
‘edge and awareness, misconceptions,
fear of embracement, stigma poor
health worker attitude and inad-
equate screening supplies at health
facilities.
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